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POLITICAL

Venezuela Plans 
Legislative,  
Regional  
Elections in April
Venezuela’s National Electoral 
Council on Monday announced 
that the country would hold 
legislative and regional elections 
on April 27.
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ECONOMIC

U.S. High Court 
Declines to Hear 
Argentina’s Appeal 
on Cash Seizure
The U.S. Supreme Court declined 
to hear Argentina’s appeal in 
a case in which creditors are 
seeking some $300 million that 
the country holds at the Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York.

Page 2

ECONOMIC

Chile’s Senate  
Approves Pension 
System Reform
Chile’s Senate early this morning 
approved legislation to increase 
pension payments, a key reform 
objective of President Gabriel 
Boric.
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Why Is Trinidad & 
Tobago Facing a 
Surge in Crime?

Trinidad and Tobago’s government declared a state of emergency last month amid a rising 
crime rate. Police officers in the Caribbean country are pictured.  //  File Photo: Trinidad and 
Tobago Police Service.

Boric  //  File Photo: @GabrielBoric 
via X.

Continued on page 3 

Q Trinidad and Tobago’s government declared a state of 
emergency on Dec. 30 over rising violence from organized 
criminal groups. The country recorded a record-high number 
of homicides in 2024, 42 percent of which were linked to 

gang-related activity, said National Security Minister Fitzgerald Hinds. 
What factors are driving Trinidad’s rising organized criminal activity? 
What tools are available to the country’s government and security forces 
in combating the crime wave? To what extent are other Caribbean na-
tions experiencing similar increases in organized crime?

A Winston Dookeran, former minister of foreign affairs of 
Trinidad and Tobago and retired professor of practice at 
The University of the West Indies: “Rising violence from 
organized criminal groups crossed the red line in Trinidad 

and Tobago. At the core of this complex issue is the ease of trafficking 
high-powered small arms and ammunition, an issue of global dimensions, 
with the Caribbean, located between North and South America, being an 
‘open’ border. The United Nations, in recognition of this, formally enacted 
The Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) in 2013 ‘to regulate the international trade of 
small arms and ammunition and reduce the illicit arms trade and improve 
regional security.’ Trinidad and Tobago offered to host the secretariat of 
the ATT, as the country is a strategic location for the growing trade of 
such weapons in the hemisphere. It had the full support of Caribbean 
countries. Regrettably, we lost the bid by a very narrow margin to Swit-
zerland at a plenary session held in Mexico. I was Trinidad and Tobago’s 
foreign minister at the time and lamented the short sightedness of that 

TODAY’S  NEWS
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NEWS BRIEFS

Canadian Foreign  
Minister, Allies to Discuss 
Trump’s Tariff Threats
Canadian Foreign Minister Mélanie Joly said 
Monday that Canada’s government will soon 
hold talks with allied nations—including Mex-
ico, the United Kingdom and some European 
Union members—to coordinate a strategy in 
response to potential tariffs from the United 
States, Reuters reported. U.S. President Donald 
Trump has said that his administration could 
impose 25 percent tariffs on all trade from Can-
ada and Mexico into the United States as early 
as Feb. 1, the wire service reported. Joly will 
travel to Washington this week to meet with 
U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio, she said 
on Monday.

Petrobras Soon Will  
Adjust Diesel Prices: CEO 
Petrobras CEO Magda Chambriard told Brazil-
ian President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva on Mon-
day that the state-run oil company will soon 
make an adjustment to diesel prices, Folha de 
São Paulo reported. The price change, which is 
expected to come within the next month, would 
affect Brazil’s trucking, agriculture and mining 
industries, the newspaper reported. Petrobras’ 
fuel prices are currently lower than those on 
the international market, according to Reuters.

Argentina’s Salta  
Province Seeking Bids  
for Border Fence 
Argentina’s Salta province on Monday launched 
a bidding process for a 200-meter fence along 
its international border with Bolivia, Bloomberg 
News reported. Argentine officials say people 
frequently jump over an unguarded floodwall 
at the town of Aguas Blancas in order to avoid 
immigration processing. The fence proposal is 
also designed to curb organized criminal activi-
ty in the region, Bloomberg News reported.

POLITICAL NEWS

Venezuela Plans  
Legislative, Regional 
Elections in April
Venezuela’s National Electoral Council (CNE) 
on Monday announced that legislative and 
regional elections will be held on April 27, 
Bloomberg News reported. Just four months 
after President Nicolás Maduro assumed a 
third term in office, Venezuelans will select 
new members of the National Assembly, as 
well as vote for a new slate of state governors 
and legislators, the CNE said in a statement on 
Monday, the Voice of America reported. CNE 
President Elvis Amoroso said all political par-

ties and candidates participating in the April 
election must sign a document committing 
to “respect and abide by all events concern-
ing the election,” including the CNE’s official 
results, the VOA reported. Opposition leader 
María Corina Machado last week called on her 
supporters to boycott the planned legislative 
elections, arguing that the political opposition 
to Maduro should not participate in another 
election while authorities continue to refuse 
to publish detailed data proving that Maduro 
won re-election in last July’s presidential vote. 
“Going to vote again and again without re-
specting the results is not defending the vote, 
it is distorting the popular vote as a means of 
democratic struggle,” Machado said in a video 
posted to social media site X on Jan. 19. Vote 
tally sheets from Venezuela’s July 28 presiden-
tial election collected by the opposition, which 
independent nongovernmental organizations 
have deemed to be authentic, show Maduro 

lost the election to conservative challenger 
Edmundo González by a popular vote margin of 
two-to-one, Bloomberg News reported. [Editor’s 
note: See related Q&A in the Jan. 14 issue of 
the Advisor.]

ECONOMIC NEWS

U.S. High Court Won’t 
Hear Argentina’s  
Appeal on Seizure
The U.S. Supreme Court on Monday declined 
to hear an appeal that Argentina’s govern-
ment had sought, allowing creditors to seize 
in excess of $300 million held at the Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York, the Buenos Aires 
Herald reported. The high court’s move is a 
blow to the South American country’s attempts 
to avoid paying out billions of dollars that 
foreign courts have awarded to investors, the 
Financial Times reported. Numerous lawsuits 
have been filed in courts in various countries, 
but the U.S. Supreme Court’s refusal to hear 
Argentina’s appeal would be the first time in 
about a decade that claimants have been able 
to take ownership of Argentine state assets, 
according to analysts. The case that Argentina 
sought to appeal involve investment funds that 
owned bonds that were connected to Argenti-
na’s massive sovereign debt default in 2001. 
Despite three debt restructurings following 
the default, the holdouts never exchanged the 
bonds and later won $450 million in judgments 
against the Argentine government. Courts in 
the United States have already sided twice 
with the investment funds, the Buenos Aires 
Herald reported. Those rulings were handed 
down by Judge Loretta Preska of the U.S. 
District Court for the Southern District of New 
York and Judge Debra Ann Livingston of the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, 
the Buenos Aires Herald reported. President 
Javier Milei has said the country will pay off its 
debts, but officials have said privately that the 
government will continue to seek to reduce the 
debts as it tries to bring the country out of its 
economic crisis, the Financial Times reported. 

Opposition leader María 
Corina Machado called 

on her supporters to  
boycott the planned  
legislative elections.

https://www.thedialogue.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/LAA250114.pdf


LATIN AMERICA �ADVISOR

COPYRIGHT © 2025,  INTER-AMERICAN DIALOGUE  PAGE 3

Tuesday, January 28, 2025

Chile’s Senate OKs 
Long-Debated  
Pension Reform 
Chile’s Senate early this morning passed legis-
lation to boost pension payments in the coun-
try, a key reform objective for President Gabriel 
Boric that lawmakers had negotiated for years, 
Bloomberg News reported. The lower house of 
Congress will begin debate on the reform leg-
islation on Wednesday, the news service report-
ed. The bill would increase mandated employer 
contributions to private pension funds, while 
also earmarking a portion of that increase for 
boosting payouts to retirees who are currently 
on pensions, according to Bloomberg News. 
“The project increases pensions for more than 
one million people who receive basic pen-

sions,” Labor Minister Jeannette Jara said in a 
statement that the Chilean Senate released on 
Tuesday after lawmakers voted 40-7 in favor 
of the pension reform. “Approving the reform 
will promote social cohesion,” Jara added. 
Retirement payouts in Chile are often less than 
poverty-level wages, which helped drive mass 
protests in 2019, Bloomberg News reported. 
Boric had originally proposed eliminating 
privately run pension managers—negotiations 
with opposition lawmakers earlier this month 
resulted in the administration backing down 
from a centralized state pension system, in-
stead opting for legislation that would increase 
payouts while leaving private retirement funds 
intact, Bloomberg News reported. Chilean vot-
ers support the pension reform measure being 
passed, as currently written, by a margin of 60 
to 33 percent, according to a Jan. 26 survey by 
pollster Cadem. 

decision. We had hoped that the United 
Nations would see it fit to locate a pillar of 
operation in Trinidad, to combat the regional 
trade in illicit small arms, but this did not 
happen. Rising violence from organized 
crime groups necessitates a ‘beyond the 
borders’ component—a global response—to 
the arsenal of state of emergencies that 
have been employed from time to time in 
the Caribbean. The ATT was a heroic step 
by the United Nations, but the follow-up to 
locate operations in places that are exposed 
is a major failing, and even the voices of the 
governments in this advocacy are no longer 
heard.”

A Shelene Gomes, professor 
of social anthropology at the 
University of the West Indies, 
St. Augustine in Trinidad and 

Tobago: “Organized crime and gang-related 
violence are tied to broader socioeconomic 
conditions and specifically Trinidad and To-
bago’s location as a transshipment point in 
the hemispheric drug trade. Seizures of illicit 
goods including drugs and weapons, at the 
ports and on private properties, are regularly 
reported on in the media. While this intercep-
tion demonstrates the police at work, these 
are likely only a small fraction of the illicit 
goods passing through and circulating in the 
country. State responses to these challenges 
primarily focus on enhanced surveillance, 
interstate security cooperation, particularly 
with the United States, and the militarization 
of the police. However, this securitization 
approach offers short-term solutions to 
deeply rooted social and economic prob-
lems, including the increasing gap between 
the rich and the rest. Such fundamental 
problems are often obscured by nationalist 
rhetoric, encouraging the population to ‘hold 
strain’ for the good of the nation. Reducing 
state capture and enhancing social security 
programs, rather than introducing austerity 
measures, can address ingrained problems. 
Admittedly, most will not agree that social 
protections present a solution, but auster-

ity has not proven favorable to collective 
well-being. Posing significant challenges 
to regional stability, the crime wave is also 
evident in tourism-dependent Caribbean 
countries. Jamaica recorded 34 murders in 
the first 11 days of 2025, according to the 
media. Recently in Barbados, and Antigua 
and Barbuda, the severity of gang warfare 
prompted heads of state to attempt to bro-
ker truces between rival gangs. Addressing 
systemic inequalities and prioritizing com-
munity initiatives could offer more durable 
solutions to the violence.”

A Anthony T. Bryan, co-founder of 
the Caribbean Policy Con-
sortium and professor at the 
University of the West Indies 

in Trinidad and Tobago: “The Trinidad and 
Tobago Parliament on Jan. 13 extended the 
limited state of emergency by three months. 
Prime Minister Keith Rowley said the 
previous 15-day period was not sufficient to 
have had an impact on the crime situation. 
The state of emergency is a limited one 
to deal specifically with arms seizures in 
gang-infested areas. It does not provide for 
curfews or restrictions on movement for the 
public. As of Jan. 16, there has been a 44 
percent reduction in homicides compared 
to 2024. Murders cannot be eliminated, 
but gang warfare and runaway crime can 
be reduced. One of the problems is the 
revolving door in which people who commit 
violent crimes easily obtain emergency bail 
and are released back into society. Every 
murder case costs taxpayers millions of 
dollars. The laws are not rigorous enough 
to deal with the cruelty of the criminals who 
are not afraid to engage law enforcement 
officers in shootouts. The proclamation of 
the state of emergency was preceded by 20 
homicides in one week by gangsters using 
high-caliber weapons. It is now clear that 
the spiraling murder rate by these gangs is 
not driven just by the illicit drug trade and 
the culture of guns, but also by the presence 
of organized crime syndicates that provide 

FEATURED Q&A  /   Continued from page 1

Continued on page 4 

Approving the reform 
will promote social 
cohesion.”

— Jeannette Jara
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destructive weapons in large quantities. 
The country’s security forces with combined 
police and military detachments are more 
than adequate to deal with the crime wave. 
Still, they also must deal with the export of 
lethal weapons from the United States to 
the Caribbean. Other Caribbean nations face 
the same dilemma as Trinidad & Tobago: the 
frequency of gun-related gun crime and the 
presence of organized crime.”

A Ivelaw Lloyd Griffith, senior 
associate at the Center for 
Strategic and International 
Studies and a founding fellow 

of the Caribbean Policy Consortium: “The 
state of emergency that President Christine 
Kangaloo declared on Dec. 30 and which 
Parliament extended for three months on 
Jan. 13 dramatically highlights six harsh 
realities facing the 1.5 million citizens of 
the twin-island republic. First, it dramatizes 
the deadly combination of gangs and guns, 
which, among other things, has resulted in 
a crime spiral evidenced in the high human 
toll: from 577 reported murders in 2023 to 
624 last year, with about 43 percent of the 
2024 figure being gang-related. Second, 
it spotlights the destructive role of illegal 
firearms, most of which are sourced from 
the United States, as reports from the 
Government Accountability Office and CSIS 
released last year reveal in relation to the 
Caribbean overall. Third, managing crime 
cannot be the sole responsibility of the 
security forces; a whole-of-society approach 
must be adopted, with key roles embraced 
by the private sector, civil society, religious 
institutions and the media. Similarly—and 
fourth—the transnational aspects involved 
means that the capabilities of state and 
non-state actors beyond Trinidad and 
Tobago must be engaged substantively and 
consistently. Fifth, the state of emergency 
and the circumstances that precipitated it 
make it evident that the nation with the dis-
tinction of giving the world the only acoustic 
musical instrument invented in the twentieth 
century—the steel pan—is facing a condition 

that I call ‘challenged sovereignty’ in a study 
with the same title. Finally, while the state of 
emergency might be necessary, it certainly 
is not sufficient to restore the desired indi-
vidual and institutional safety and security in 
the nation.”

A Marla Dukharan, Caribbe-
an-based economist and 
advisor: “Organized crime is 
primarily fed by the illicit trade 

of drugs, weapons and humans. There has 
been a longstanding cross-border movement 
of all three, as well as fuel and (endangered) 
animals, from Latin America through the 
Caribbean, mainly making their way to 
the Global North. The payment for these 
commodities and humans then primarily 
moves back to Latin America. Governments 
from the region, including those of Trinidad 
and Tobago, Jamaica and Barbados, have 
been known to ‘work with’ gangs in their 
own countries, using taxpayer resources to 
do so. We are paying taxes to be terrorized 
in our own homes, and the state is part of 
the problem, channeling these funds to the 
gangs through various ‘initiatives’ that have 
evidently failed. These governments need 
to be held accountable for spending that 
is obviously not yielding positive results. 
Caribbean governments that have clearly 
demonstrated over several years either an 
indisputable and embarrassing inability or a 
thinly veiled unwillingness to meaningfully 
address crime in their countries should have 
the decency to demit office for their failures. 
Second, the authorities in these countries 
should collectively agree to cede to the bet-
ter-equipped U.S/U.K./Interpol agencies and 
grant them the access necessary to remove 
criminal elements from our countries. For 
what use is our so-called ‘sovereignty’ when 
we, the people, are unable to live safely in 
our own homes? The state of emergency in 
Trinidad and Tobago gives special powers 
to a government already known for abusing 
its power. There will be no accountability 
whatsoever for the results—or lack thereof—
of this intervention.”
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